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The Wildflower bike ride was on Sunday 
April 28th. GEARS members helped out 
again this year with crucial 
communications. Thanks to those of you 
who volunteered. 


if you have any suggestions at the next 
GEARS meeting which is Monday evening 
May 13th at the Chico Public Library. Doors 
open at 6pm, meeting at 7. 


If you can, join us for breakfast Saturday May 11th 9am at Farmer’s Skillet on Cohasset in 
Chico. 


Also join us on the Tuesday night net, 7:30 PM GEARS East Repeater 146.850 MHz - PL 
110.9 


Michael A. Ellithorp, KF6OBI and Michael Favor N6FAV have selected a couple new 
frequency pairs that might work for the GEARS West repeater. The current frequencies suffer 
from considerable QRM. We will let you know when this change can be completed. 


| hope to see you at our events, otherwise I'll see you on the radio. 


Jim Matthews K6EST 


May 2024 Calendar 


5 
8pm OARS Net 


12 
8pm OARS Net 
19 
8pm OARS Net 


7pm GARS Net 
8pm ARES Net 


7pm GARS Net 
8pm ARES Net 
6pm GEARS 
Meeting | 


20 
7pm GARS Net 
8pm ARES Net 


27 
7pm GARS Net 
8pm ARES Net 


7pm PARS Net 
7:30pm GEARS 
Net 


14 

7pm PARS Net 
7:30pm GEARS 
Net 


21 

7pm PARS Net 
7:30pm GEARS 
Net 


28 

7pm PARS Net 
7:30pm GEARS 
Net 


7:30pm Simplex 
Net 


9 
7:30pm Simplex 
Net 


16 
7:30pm Simplex 
Net 


23 
7:30 Simplex Net 


7pm OARS 
meeting 
7pm GARS 
meeting 


VEC Testing, FCC License Exam available by appointment. For information or registration call Tom 
Rider, W6JS 530-514-9211 

Chico Breakfast 2nd Saturday 9am Farmers Skillet Cohasset Rd, Chico 

GEARS Board Meeting 1st Monday 7pm by Google video meetups. 

PARS Meeting 2nd Thursday 6:30pm, doors open 6pm Old Magalia Community Resource Center 
OARS Meeting Second Friday of the month, St. Pauls Episcopal Church Hall, Oroville. 

GARS Meeting Second Friday of the month, Lutheran Church Hall, Artois. 

GEARS Meeting, Doors open 6pm, meeting 7pm at Chico Public Library, 1108 Sherman Ave, Chico 
OARS Breakfast 4th Saturday of the month, 9am at Cornucopia of Oroville. 


NETS: 

OARS Club Net Sunday 8pm 146.655 Mhz - PL 136.5 

GARS Club Net Monday,7:00 pm 147.105 MHz + PL 110.09, secondary: 146.850 MHz-PL 110.9 
Yuba Sutter Club Net Monday 7pm 146.085 MHz + PL 127.3 

GEARS Club Net Tuesdays 7:30 PM 146.850 MHz - PL 110.9 

PARS Club Net Tuesday 7pm 145.290 - PL 110.9 

Simplex Net Thursday 7:30 p.m. 146.52 no tone 

Yuba Sutter ARES Net Thursdays 7pm 146.085 MHz + PL 127.3 

Sacramento Valley Traffic Net Nightly 9:00 PM 146.850 MHz - PL 110.9 


Ham operators connecting Hawaii’s elders before disaster with walkie-talkies 
By KHNO-TV 


MANOA (Hawaii) — Preparing Hawaii's most vulnerable 
populations for a disaster before it strikes is what the AARP is 
trying to do with Hawaii's hurricane season approaching and 
the tragedy in Lahaina shining a light on how kupuna (elders) 
are at higher risk during natural disasters. 


The AARP, The The Honolulu Amateur Radio Club and 
disaster resiliency group Be Ready Manoa teamed up on 
Wednesday, April 24 to host the event. Kupuna told KHON2 
that losing communication is top of mind — especially since 
more than two-thirds of those who were killed in Lahaina 
were over 60 years old. 


“Losing power,” Manoa resident Patricia Johnson said. “All 
our devices today, everything depends on electricity and | 
think it took Lahaina to wake everybody up to the fact that we 
need to be connected, we need to be ready.” 


Communication is not easy without power, which is why the 
AARP stepped in to provide walkie-talkies to every kupuna in 
attendance. 


“Extended power outages can create a lot of problems, especially for older people,” said AARP Hawaii 
communications director Craig Gima. “This is a way that people can communicate with each other 
when the phones go down and electricity goes down.” 


Organizers broke Manoa up into four zones and let residents connect with their neighbors. They also 
set up a system of channels for residents to tune into depending on the zone that they lived in. Some 
attendees met up with old friends. 


“But also new friends as well, so that we were all in the same zone so we can connect with each 
other,” Manoa resident Dot Hazama said. “I’m not really technically akamai, but it seems simple 
enough.” 


Each zone has a designated member to operate a ham radio that can listen to the community walkie- 
talkies — then the operator can relay information to City and State officials during a disaster. 


“| felt that this would be just one way that | can provide some kind of service to our community 
because we’ve got a lot of great people who live here,” Be Ready Manoa president Wes Oda said. 


“After every disaster, the community comes together and helps each other out,” Gima said. “What if 
they started planning for that ahead of disaster instead of after disaster? Could lives be saved? 
Possibly, right?” 


The event is even more timely due to Hawaii’s hurricane season starting in June. 


“If you’re prepared as a community for one type of disaster, it’s not a stretch to prepare for other 
disasters in the same way,” Gima said. 


What’s a Vanity Call Sign and How Do You Get One? 
By Mark Haverstock, K8MSH 


Have you thought about changing your current call sign? Maybe you’ve upgraded your license, moved 
to a new call area, decided you want a shorter call, or have a real tongue twister that’s hard to 
decipher on the air. It could be you want a call that’s easier for your friends to remember or one the net 
control station won’t keep asking you to repeat. 


A vanity call sign is one that a ham or amateur radio club wants in place of an existing call sign. Vanity 
call signs often include alphabetical characters that are important to the licensee—initials, parts of 
names, hobbies, nicknames, or amateur radio terms. For example, a person who hunts rare stations 
might request a call including the letters DX. As mentioned above, making the change might just be a 
matter of brevity. 


The Process 


With approximately 700,000 licensed hams in the United States, a lot of call sign combinations have 
already been assigned. Anyone can change their existing call sign at any time. The format of the call 
sign you qualify for is determined by your license class. The higher your license class, the shorter the 
call sign you can obtain. If you have a recent technician license, you have a 23 call similar to this 
one: 


Group A: Amateur Extra Class, 1x2, 2x1, and 2x2 (includes AA- 


2 by 3 AL prefixes exclusively)—Examples: K3AB, WB4J, AAG6WW 
E 8 OBX Group B: Advanced Class, 2x2—Examples: NC4RX, KB2DX 
suffix Group C: General and Technician, 13 (or 2x2 in special 


locations such as Alaska)—Example: N8BBQ 


Group D: Technician and Novice, 2x3—Example: KE9OOP 


prefix location 


The first step is to choose a few call signs that you’d be happy with and list them in order of preference 
—first choice, first on list. You may not get your first choice for a number of reasons (others may have 
applied for it, for example). In order to increase your chances of finding something that matches, do 
not forget to check all combinations, not just suffixes. Some name examples: KB30B, KJ3ILL, A4LAN, 
etc. 


Another thing to consider is letter clarity—how clear will the sound of the letters be on voice contacts. 
The letters B, C, D, E, G, P, T, V, Z, and other sound-alikes can be tough to distinguish. Letters R, X, 
O, etc. have their own unique sounds and are easier to differentiate. For CW, total dits and dahs 
determine how long it will take to send a call sign, which is important in contesting. A8SEN could be 
sent significantly faster than K4GP. 


Then there are the clever combinations—initials like WE6NBC or N2FBI, acronyms such as K2OCD, 
and ones that spell words or ham radio abbreviations like K8BOX or W7OM. Often the numbers 1 and 
0, which have a visual similarity to | and O, are used to spell combinations like KIND or WORM. 


Call Sign Research 


Applicants wanting a specific vanity call sign will need to independently research the FCC Universal 
Licensing System (ULS) database before deciding to file an application. You can perform an Amateur 
License Search to research call sign availability and Vanity Call Sign Application Search to ensure that 
your desired callsign(s) do not already have a pending vanity application on file. The FCC Licensing 


and Support staff cannot provide assistance or guidance in determining the availability of amateur call 
signs. 


The following additional sites all get their information from the FCC site, but may be more helpful: 


The ARRL site at www.arrl.org/vanity-call-signs gives you most of the things you need to know 
concerning rules, procedures, and FCC information. 


Radiogth (https://www.radioqth.net/vanity) provides listings of the ham call signs from the FCC’s 
database that will be coming available tomorrow for submission on a vanity license request, links to 
call signs that will be coming available in the future, and a listing of the ham vanity applications that 
have been recently granted by the FCC. There’s also a call search. 


AE7Q (https:/Awww.ae7q.com/query/) can help you look up call sign histories and applications, 
available Amateur Extra call signs, vanity call sign predictions and more, using a copy of the FCC’s 
amateur license and application databases—automatically updated from FCC data several times a 
day. 


Call Search WM7D.net and QRZ.com offer simple call sign searches to check your vanity wish list. 


What is your ideal call sign? Everyone’s choice will be a personal one for them and only limited by the 
group of call signs available based on their license class, geographic location, previously issued call 
signs, etc. 


Your first step should be to check for available and soon to be available call signs from the sites 
above. Radiogth and AE7Q offer current lists of calls now available or that will be available in the near 
future. Once you’ve compiled a list of valid, unused call signs, it’s time to make your application. 


Here are a couple of important tips. 
You will not be considered for a call sign if you apply before the date it is available. 


It’s also a common misconception that call signs are granted to the first person to apply. The truth is 
that everyone who applies for a certain call on a particular day is thrown into a hat and a winner is 
randomly selected. 


You can apply for a call sign for another call district, provided it’s available. You’re not restricted to the 
one used where you live. For example, if you wanted K8DQ but it wasn’t available, and K7DQ was, 
you could ask for K7DQ. 


There is a special exception for calls previously held by a close relative who is deceased. You can 
request that call, provided you have the same or higher license class. Example: You must be an 
Amateur Extra Class operator to request a Group A call sign. 


Applying for a Vanity Call 


1. Find Your FCC Registration Number (FRN). If you have an FCC radio license, you have an FRN. To 
find your FRN, search for your call sign on the ULS page. 


2. Log into the FCC ULS. Next you need to log into the ULS and select the Online Filing login option. 
You'll need your FRN and your password for the site. If you don’t have a password assigned yet or 
forgot yours, follow the Forgot Your Password? instructions on this page. 


3. Request a vanity call sign. Once you log into the ULS, it should show you a list of licenses assigned 
to your FRN. Click on your ham license to open the License Manager page. You should see a blue 
menu box near the right edge of the page titled Work on This License. This menu box includes a 
Request Vanity Call Sign selection. Continue past the “Applicant Questions” page (answer “no” to 


each) to the “Select Eligibility” page. Select your category, most commonly Primary station preference 
list, unless you are requesting a vanity call formerly held by you or a close relative. Continue to the 
next page to provide your vanity calls in order of preference. 


4. Pay the FCC application fee. Follow the FCC instructions on how to pay the $35 application fee. 
After completing the vanity application, the system will automatically open a page asking how you 
want to pay and will walk you through the payment process. 


Join the Vanity Insanity 


| am glad the FCC has a system that allows hams to choose call letters based on their personal 
criteria and not just luck of the draw. It’s good to have choices, and here’s your chance. 


Hams hold call signs almost as dear to them as their given names. There may be thousands of Maria 
Garcias or James Smiths in the world, but only one K8MSH. Given the current population of planet 
Earth, | can truly say I’m one in eight billion! 


Will you miss the old call? Perhaps—l did for the first few months. There were times when | started to 
ID and said N before realizing | should have said K. And then there were the nearly 200 QSL cards | 
still had with my old call sign, not to mention my vehicle’s vanity plate. 


GEARS Officers: 
present Jamie Johnson KNEPWW Your dues and contributions support our local 
Vice-President... Lary Mitchell KFaNCX | (>PPAISIS: AES, Field Day ane ouieach 
Teasirer Jim Matthews K6EST events to keep amateur radio alive in our 
Beer ley scecenssieneaness Osean area. GEARS also makes donations to 
oe Bennett Laskey K6CEL support other local repeaters and clubs. 
Director........cceeeeeeeeeseeeeeees Darrell Chestanult KN6QXL 
Director.........ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Kevin Sterling K7KFS 
Past President.................Paul Stewart N6PAS GEARS Dues and Donations can be made 
VEC Chairman............... Tom Rider W6JS online at 
GEARS Newsletter archive is here: pa\ /pal.me/w6rhc 
https://drive.google.com/GEARS Or by mail to: 
Follow GEARS on Facebook.com/ChicoAmateurRadio GEARS 
GEARS Newsletter edited by Jim Matthews KEEST PO Box 202 
Chico, CA 95927 
JiminChico@yahoo.com 


